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22" December 2022

INTERNATIONAL

1) BF.7, New Covid Variant:

- The BF.7 sub-variant of Omicron that is prevalent in China is thought to be the cause of the present spike
in Covid-19 infections there.

- This isn’t the first time BF.7 has been in the spotlight; back in October, it began to displace the main
variations in the US and several other European nations.

- The massive Covid rise in China is being caused by the BF.7 sub-variant of Omicron, which has been found
in four cases in India. In Gujarat and Odisha, the instances of BF.7 Covid Variant first came to light.
Currently, the Covid protocol is not required in the nation.
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1) India’s longest escape tunnel

- India’s longest escape tunnel, which is 12.89 km long constructed on the 111 km under
construction Banihal-Katra railway line in Jammu and Kashmir was completed by the Indian Railways.
- The longest tunnel is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Railway Line project.

- This is the fourth tunnel on the Banihal-Katra route following the 12.75 km tunnel T-49, the longest
tunnel of the Indian Railways, which was completed in January this year.

2) Amritsar has got A grade
- The Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar has got A grade by scoring 3.85 points in National Assessment
and Accreditation Council grading, thereby becoming the only University in India to get this score.
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- GNDU is the only State/Central/Private University in India to get this score.

- Tata Institute of Social Sciences is the only other educational institution with a higher grade of 3.89 in the

country.

3) Fourth quarter of 2024

- The Government has said, the country’s maiden human space flight mission, Gaganyaan, is targeted to be
launched in the fourth quarter of 2024.

- Science & Technology Minister, Dr. Jitendra Singh said, in view of the paramount importance of crew
safety, two uncrewed flights are scheduled, before the final human space flight- ‘H1 mission’, to
demonstrate the performance of the crew escape system and parachute-based deceleration system for
different flight conditions
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4) UNESCO world heritage sites

- Three new cultural sites in India, including the iconic Sun Temple at Modhera, historic Vadnagar town in
Gujarat, and rock-cut relief sculptures of Unakoti in Tripura, have been added to the tentative list of
UNESCO world heritage sites.

- The UNESCO website describes a tentative list as an “inventory of those properties which each State Party
intends to consider for nomination”.

5) ‘Arnala’

- The Indian Navy launched ‘Arnala’, the first of the eight indigenously-built anti-submarine warfare
shallow water craft (ASW-SW(C), at the shipbuilding facility of L&T in Chennai’s Kattupall.

- Built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), ‘Arnala’ made its first contact with the water of
the Bay of Bengal.

STATE NEWS
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1) Infantry Museum

- The country’s first Infantry Museum has been opened for the general public at Mhow, Indore, Madhya
Pradesh. This museum is the first in the country and second in the world.

- Before this, such a museum has been built in America. The Army inaugurated to celebrate the Victory Day

and the eve of the 75th year of the establishment of the Infantry School.

- The world-class museum has been set up with the intention of showcasing the Infantry.

- The project was conceived in July 2003 as a national-level training hall cum research centre.

2) ‘Orunodoi’

- Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma launched the second version of ‘Orunodoi’, the flagship

scheme of the state government aimed at providing financial security to financially disadvantaged families.
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APPOINTMENTS AND RESGINATIONS

1) New head of AERB(Atomic Energy Regulatory Board)

- New head of AERB: According to an order issued from the Department of Personnel & Training, the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Dinesh Kumar Shukla to the
post of Chairperson of the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board.

- Shukla is the Former Executive Director of AERB.

SPORTS

1) Anushka Sharma

- The manufacturer and designer of causal and athletic footwear, Puma has roped in Bollywood actor and
entrepreneur Anushka Sharma as its brand ambassador.

- The association is intended to “accelerate Puma’s strong commitment towards women consumer
segment”.
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- The actor will endorse the brand’s footwear, apparel and accessories, including select collections through

myriad activities and brand campaigns, throughout the year.

2) International Olympic Committee

- The International Olympic Committee announced that Viacom18 Media Private Limited (Viacom18) has
secured the exclusive media rights to broadcast the Olympic Games Paris 2024, plus non-exclusive rights to
the Winter Youth Olympic Games Gangwon 2024, in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

- Through the agreement, Viacom18 will provide multi-platform coverage of the Games, and free-to-air
television coverage within the region.

- In 2024 Olympics will be hosted by France in Paris, beginning from July 26 to August 11.

3) Indian national blind cricket team

- The Indian national blind cricket team won the T20 World Cup for the Blind for the third time in a row.

- They defeated Bangladesh at Bengaluru’s M Chinnaswamy Stadium by a commanding score of 120 runs.

- The Indian captain, Ajay Kumar Reddy elected to bat after winning the toss, and his side eventually set a
challenging total of 277 runs for Bangladesh. The Bangladeshi team could only muster 157 runs for three in
return.
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

1) Gujarati-language Chhello Show

- The Gujarati-language Chhello Show (The Last Show), which is India’s official entry for the 2023 Academy
Awards or Oscars awards in the International Feature film category, has been shortlisted for next year’s
Academy Awards.

- Meanwhile, the track Naatu Naatu from SS Rajamouli’s RRR has been shortlisted in the Best Original Song
Category.
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- The Academy announced the list of shortlisted entries in 10 categories. The nominations for the Academy

Awards will be announced on January 24.

IMPORTANT DAYS

1) National Mathematics Day

- National Mathematics Day is celebrated on December 22 across the nation every year. The National
Mathematics Day is marked to recognise and celebrate the works of Srinivasa Ramanujan.

- Srinivasa Ramanujan, the Indian mathematical genius, was born on this day in 1887.

- This year nation celebrates his 135th birth anniversary of Ramanujan.

- The main objective behind the celebration of National Mathematics Day is to make people aware of the
development of mathematics and its importance in the growth of humanity.

OBITUARY

1) H.R. Keshava Murthy

- H.R. Keshava Murthy, a senior gamaka exponent, who was honoured with Padma Shri earlier this year,
passed away.

- He was born in a family of gamaka artists. He had his initial training from his father Ramaswamy Shastry.
Under the guidance of Venkateshaiah he continued his studies.

- Over the decades he has presented hundreds of programmes and trained many students. Through his
performances, he publicised noted Kannada epics.

- Hosahalli, his native place, is known for many music talents.
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